


Bed Bugs

Bed Bugs are small, seoetive, normally noctumal insects that feed on
blood. They spend most of their time hidden in tiny cracks and spaces
dose to whers their host rests, and wsuslly only wenture out to feed
whien it is dark and quist. Their small siz=, seoretive behasior, and
preferred harborsge make them the perfect hitchhiker, snd one of the
easiest pest insects to inadvertently transport between locations on
personal belongings and furniture.

Iritial infest=tions of Bed Bugs ususlly consist of just & few ins=cts, sometimes only one female or
evern & few eggs, and at this stage the problem is rarely detected. Howeeer, most modern buildings
provide everything nesded for Bed Bugs to thrive. They contain numerous safe places to hide with no
natural predators, ample food provided by the human hosts, and controlled temperstures close to
cptimal for their development. Under these conditions & small Bed Bug population can repidly grow
to & significant size.

Giwen everything they need, Bed Bugs are prolific. Females start to prodwce =ggs only 3 days after
mating, lay between 3 and 5 eggs each day, and =ach female may scatter up to 500 eggs in the local
erwironment during her life. The sggs hatch in about 8 week, and the young Bed Bug thet emerges wall
pass through five developmerntal stages in one to teo months, each requiring st least one blood meal.
The male and fermals adults alzo feed on blood, and the females reguire =t l=ast one blood meal in
order to produce eggs. Under these conditions, just & few Bed Bugs can dewslop into & populstion of
several thousand ower a period of § months.

The mwailable resources will become Emited as the Bed Bug population grows. Eeen though Bed Bugs
miay take betwesn 5 and & times their body weight in blood =t =ach feed, the first resource to becoms
stressed is usually the svailability of suitable hiding places near to the host. This causes the popul=tion
to spread through the structure, and sven migrate to connected or adjacent buildings. If the Ged Bug
population grows lange =nough they may sven be found living outside cracks in plain view, and haes
be=p found to feed on household pets and seen chidoens if their food supply becomes limited.

The BB SLERTY Bed Bug monitors are stentifically designed to explait the Bed Bug's natural behavior.
The BE ALERT® PASSIVE maonitor prowides the idesl s=oure harborege Bed Bugs prefer, and iz wery
sttractive to Bed Bugs when placed close to the potential host's resting site. The BB SLERT® ACTIVE
monitor (also available from Midmos Solutions) simulates cluss that Bed Bugs use to find their host,
ard will attract both adult and immature Bed Bugs in s2arch of the blood mesls they reguire. When
used as part of a Bed Bug monitoring program, the BB SLERTY products can provide sarly svid=nce of
Bed Bug activity while the population is still small and contained, a factor critical to minimizing the
extert, disruption, and cost of remedisl treatment
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may be live Bed Bugs sheltering in the unit and they should be contained to prevent spreading the
problem. It iz recommended that any insects found are saved for identification by a pest control
professional or other qualified person. You should not assume that removing Bed Bugs with the 88
ALERT® PASSIVE monitor has eliminated the Bed Bug problem. Some Bed Bugs may be hiding in other
locations as well 23 in the monitor, and there mey be Bed Bug egg: that remain in the environment.

Bed Bug problems almost always start off very small (usually with just one or two Bed Bugs), and at
this stage they normally remain totally undetected. B8 ALERT® PASSIVE': continuous monitoring may
therefore indicate the presence of Bed Bugs before any other signs of their activity have been noticed.
This is the stage in the development of a Bed Bug problem where prompt remedial action is easiest to
implement, and complete elimination of the Bed Bug population can be achieved with the mnimum
of disruption and cost. It is therefore important to take action promptly.

There are pest control products available to the general public for the control of Bed Bugs. However,
Bed Bugs are considered by professional pest control operators to be one of the most challenging
pests to eliminate, and 1t is not recommended that you embark on an elimination program without
careful research into Bed Bug biclogy, behavior and control techniques. Most people will seek
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Pesticide Application

Bed Bugs are known to be able to detect and even avoid pesticides in their environment. In general,
aree wide treatment with pestiodes is not recommended during Bed Bug montonring, and spphcation
of pestiades in close proximity or directly to the B8 ALERT® monitors will negatively impact their
abiity to detect Bed Bugs. If the area where you are installing the B8 ALERT® monitor has been
surrounding the ares prior to installation, and if you heve a professional pest control operator
providing service at your location, you thould advize him of the BB ALERT® monitor placements in
order that the application is compatible.

Confirming Bed Bug Elimination

Having a Bed Bug problem is distressing and, however thoroughly treatment is performed, there is
often the fear that a Bed Bug elimination program has somehow failed to find every last insect.
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